might be purged of the sina of previous wearers. Puritan
scribblers in England thought it extremely funny that the
crown was only of gilt. They did not report the little
speech the King made from his throne.

" I esteem the affection of my good people more than
the crown of many kingdoms," he said with a gravity and
decorum much admired by his hearers, tc and shall be
ready, by God's assistance, to bestow my life in their de-
fence, wishing to live no longer than I may see religion and
this kingdom flourish in all happiness."

Another hour of religious exercises concluded the day's
events, and Charles was asked for an order which the
English news sheets reported thus:

"* The King of the Scots desired them to appoint a Fast
for his sins. But while they fast for his sins, he repeats them
as fast."

Despite his added prestige as a crowned King and the
increasing deference paid to his views in secular matters,
he was still worried incessantly on the score of religion.
He was a skillful mimic and he could assume a manner of
ostentatious piety hardly to be distinguished from the real.
At such times he could lull the fears even of the wily
Argyll, who once remained until three in the morning
praying with his King in his bedroom. Together they wept,
shouted aloud for divine mercy, beat their breasts remorse-
fully. But in the light of the next day, doubts of the King's
sincerity returned. When Lady Argyll demanded to know
what kept the Marquis out so late, he told her the whole
edifying episode. Her ladyship opined that his Majesty was
shedding crocodile tears, and her lord reluctantly agreed
with her.

Between the visits of men anxious about his soul, Charles
worked hard to assemble a force that might be some match
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